SUSTAINABLY SPEAKING:

11-11-11:
Veteran’s Day this year is 11-11-11.  It’s one of those special dates on the calendar where all the numbers are the same.  I like those dates.  To me they seem kind of special.  We ought to do something really special for veterans on 11-11-11.  Perhaps we should do it at 11:11 am and then it would be at 11:11 on 11-11-11 I did this for veterans.

I’m not going to suggest that we all do the same thing because then we’d all be doing something that someone else thought of.  My suggestion is that each person search his or her heart and find a “gift” to give those who gave us the ultimate gift; a piece of their lives. Think of something that means a lot to you and give it to a veteran.

Today we have approximately 23.6 million veterans in the US.  Since there are approximately 309 million people in the US that means just a little less than 1 out of every 12 Americans is a Veteran! That may seem like a lot of veterans but let’s consider what percentage of American’s were veterans in 1961, or 50 years ago.  In 1961 there were 179 million Americans and 23 million veterans. So our population increased by 130 million people over the last 50 years and number of Veterans increased by 600 thousand. In 1961, 1 out of every 8 Americans was a Veteran.  Compare that to our 1 in 12 today!
Fewer and fewer people have a connection to our military.  Yet, it has never seemed like our freedom was more in jeopardy than it is today. In 1961 we knew who the enemy was.  In 1941 there was no doubt about who the enemy was.  It is only today when we have ideologies that are not directly associated with any given state that we are confronted with such confusion.  We started to see this confusion during Viet Nam and it has seemed to get progressively worse ever since. That is why we need to make sure we are not confused about who we are and what we stand for.
Our WWII, Korea, Viet Nam, Desert Storm, and Iraq and Afghanistan Veterans, as well as all the Veterans of the other minor conflicts in Panama, Granada, and dozens of other little skirmishes over the decades have never been confused about why they did what they did.  A Nation called and they answered the call.  Each of these Heroes put a life on hold while they learned an unnatural duty, the duty of a warrior.

Americans are peaceful people.  They have never thoughtlessly gone off to battle.  From our founding, we have but one cause.  Since 1776, we Americans have consciously decided to protect the lives of free men and women, the liberty that makes that life worth living, and the American dream, our pursuit of happiness.  For MY Life, Liberty and Pursuit of Happiness, I thank each and every Veteran for your sacrifice and dedication to the principles that are America!
