SUSTAINABLY SPEAKING:

Fair Weather Patriots:
Over the past 10 years it has become quite in vogue to be patriotic.  It’s nearly impossible to find anyone who would say bad things about our military or veterans.  That wasn’t the case back in 1972 when I graduated from college.  I had friends who served in Viet Nam and upon their return to the US they were cursed at and sometimes even spat upon.  Today our troops come home to cheers and parades and honors that the vet in 1972 never received.
I pay very close attention to what people do and not just what they say.  We have thousands upon thousands of very verbal supporters for our troops but when I attend Memorial Day Celebrations I see the same faces over and over.  At events celebrating our Hero’s I see the same faces over and over again.  I talk to Veterans groups and they all indicate the same issues, lack of support and lack of funds. It would be nice if some those who profess to be patriots would put their money where their mouth is!
In St. Joseph County we have over 60 thousand residents.  We probably have a higher percentage of Veterans than do most Michigan Counties and we seem more patriotic than most but it seems like the spark is gone.  It’s hard work being a Patriotic American. Maybe it’s too hard for a lot of folks.  That would account for what I refer to as Fair Weather Patriots.  If the sun is shining and it’s not too hot or not too cold and it doesn’t cost too much and if I don’t have a ball game to watch or a movie to go see, I’ll come and support our troops and veterans.  Certainly I can’t spend too much money because the economy is bad, don’t you know!

I saw a picture of an American Soldier in a ravine in the Mountains of Afghanistan.  He had at least a week’s growth of beard.  There were holes in his uniform.  His eyes were blood shot and his hands were black with dirt.  There was snow around his boots and he was huddled against his battle buddy waiting for the order to move.  This was no fair weather Patriot.  This was a bona fide, 100% All American Hero. Whether you believe he should have been in that ravine or not is immaterial; he was there just the same.  He did it because he believes in something larger than himself.  I thank God he made that choice.

We are 2 weeks away from the 5th annual Hero’s Dinner.  There are still a few seats left so if you haven’t made your reservation yet, send me an email reserving your spot.  The men and women who have served or do serve deserve our respect and honor.  Help us celebrate them!  We hope to see all you Real Patriots on November 10th at 6:00 PM at the National Guard Armory in Sturgis. There is no charge for the dinner but donations are always greatly appreciated.  Join us won’t you. Email your reservation to jay@fafsom.org.
