SUSTAINABLY SPEAKING:

MOE to be Unveiled!
For quite some time now I’ve been working with Vince Royer and his new endeavor, Michigan Outdoor Education or MOE.  I mentioned a few weeks ago that Vinny has taken on a project to help some Disabled Veterans engage in some outdoor sports that they might otherwise be excluded from.  Since the time of that article much has happened.

It seems that there are many, many people out there that have a similar passion for helping our disabled veterans get back to the activities they loved before their service made it nearly impossible for them to ever hunt, fish, kayak, or canoe again.  The funds have been rolling in and I’m aware of many more people that want to help this happen.

So far, in my estimation, Vince has received more than $25,000 in money, goods, discounts, and services to help him make this project a reality. Some of these donors are anonymous and other names will be revealed at his unveiling in September. Materials donated range from Deer Blinds to buckets and huge discounts have been provided by target manufactures, welders, canoe and kayak producers, and  countless hours of services have been provided for free or at a tremendous discount.
Vince has also established an advisory board that includes FAFSOM’s own Mike Wilson, Viet Nam vet Gary Bland and Gunny Sgt Taylor Batten’s mom Cathy.  These folks will help Vince identify and screen potential Disabled Vets for the provided services.  
There has been some concern that only 5 disabled vets might be able to hunt this year but that truly is just the tip of the ice berg.  I figure for every disabled vet that participates, at least 10 other people will be affected when you consider the family and friends that will also be excited to see their loved one engage in an activity they’ve probably missed for several years. And those 5 only represent the white tail deer hunt and there are so many other possibilities available beyond that.

We’ve also been talking about future activities that might provide opportunities for children of military personnel who have been killed in action.  A few survivors have said they may not want their kids involved with guns and that’s just fine.  There’s canoeing and kayaking and fishing or just a walk in the woods.  There is so much to the great Michigan Outdoors that kids can learn about and I am so pleased that Vince has taken this on and that he has asked the Sustainability Council for assistance.

If you would like to help send me an email and I’ll get you connected to Vince or you can simply go to his website, www.michiganoutdooreducation.com.  You can volunteer your expertise, contribute to support the Disabled Veterans activities, or just let Vinny know you appreciate what he’s doing. Also, look the announcement of the MOE Open House which will be in September and come on out to see what MOE is up to.  I know you will not be disappointed.
