SUSTAINABLY SPEAKING:

Patriot of the Year 2011:
We are fast approaching the 5th annual Hero’s Dinner.  It is hard to believe this will be the 5th time we’ve honored all of our veterans, the men and women in uniform, and all of their families and friends.  It has been a true labor of love for all of us involved.
Four years ago we started the Patriot of the Year Award.  We’ve awarded three of these and we are getting set to identify our fourth Patriot to honor at this year’s dinner. Our first three winners were Brice Emmanuel, Dick Persing, and Stoney Summey. It’s now time to nominate candidates for the 4th award.  This is where you come in.  We need your help.  We are looking for those extraordinary people, organizations, or companies that make life easier for our veterans, military personnel, and the families and friends who love those heroes.  

FAFSOM has established some criteria to help you identify a Patriot.  Read through this description and see if you don’t know someone who fits the bill.
· The Patriot can be an individual, a company, or an organization

· The Patriot should have gone above and beyond the call-of-duty to support veterans, current military personnel, a National Guard or Reserve Unit, and/or families of any and all of these. Examples might be:

· Assembling care packages to send to deployed troops

· Continuing the insurance coverage for the family of a mobilized National Guard Member

· Driving disabled vets to the VA in Battle Creek or elsewhere

· Paying deployed troops the difference between their civilian and military pay while they are mobilized

· Fixing a broken-down car, a leaky pipe or roof at little or no cost to the family

· Etc

· The Patriot should be located in our Service area which includes St. Joseph, Cass, Branch, Berrien, Calhoun, and Kalamazoo Counties in Michigan and LaGrange, Elkhart, and Steuben Counties in Indiana.

We encourage you to think about someone who deserves to be honored.  Please put together a brief write-up about the person and either email or mail that person’s name and information to me at jay@fafsom.org or FAFSOM; 1189 N. Nottawa St. Suite H, Sturgis, MI 49091.  Each of our previous award winners has been totally surprised and quite humbled by the recognition.  We expect this year to be the same.
This year’s dinner will be on Thursday, November 10th and will, once again, be held at the Sturgis Armory.  Like last year, you must make a reservation but the dinner is free.  So make a nomination, make a reservation, and come help us celebrate our Heroes.  It is always an amazing event because you, our friends who are serving and/or have served make it amazing. Make your reservation to the same email address listed above.  We look forward to seeing you on November 10th.
