SUSTAINABLY SPEAKING

Patriot Day:
The US House of Representatives created Joint Resolution 71 requesting that President Bush designate September 11 of each year as Patriot Day.  The resolution was approved by a vote of 407-0 on October 25, 2001. President George W. Bush signed the resolution into law on December 18, 2001 as Public Law 107-89. 

This year, FAFSOM (Family and Friends Supporting Our Military) is sponsoring a community wide picnic in honor of all who have sacrificed so much so that we may enjoy our freedom and our American way of life.  We want to invite everyone to our event.  It will be free of charge but as always, we ask that people consider making a small donation to support the work of FAFSOM.  There will be hotdogs, chips, and drinks for everyone.

We are holding the event at Thurston Woods Park in Sturgis on September 13th.  That is the Saturday following Patriot Day and the day before the St. Joseph County Fair begins.  We will start the day at 12:00 noon and end it around 3:00 PM.  We are making arrangements for some fun activities in association with our Michigan National Guard and we hope to be able to honor family and friends of Military Personnel from across our area.

When planning an activity such as this, we never quite know what to expect.  We might see 10 families; we might see 400.  To help us plan, we would like to ask our community to do a couple of things.  First, send me an email letting me know you will be coming—jay@fafsom.org is the email address to use.  Second, share information about this event with everyone you know so we can show the entire state what we are made of in St. Joe County.  Third, if you would like to volunteer to bring food, help set up, help clean up, or do anything that would be helpful, send me an email telling me what you’d like to do.  Finally, if you know of a family that is dealing with a deployed loved one, let us know so we can help.
FAFSOM is a group of volunteers who have all be touched by a military deployment. Our purpose is to help make life easier for family and friends of those who expect to be, are, or have been deployed.  We provide Deployment Survival Kits for the Family and loved ones at home and we assign a Deployment Buddy to support those who are struggling with the absence of their loved one.  To give you an idea of what we do, recently I received word of a mom with a son deployed to Afghanistan. She was terribly worried and had numerous questions.  We have been able to set her mind at ease and answer most of her questions.  For those questions we could not answer we connected her to the right people at her son’s military base and they could help her with the rest.

There are so many Patriots in our area.  We hope you’ll come and help us celebrate them.  We look forward to seeing you on September 13 at Thurston Woods Park.
