SUSTAINABLY SPEAKING

Homes for Our Troops:
I recently met Becky Shingledecker from Centreville.  She has taken on a very worthy project.  She is running marathons to increase awareness and raise funds to support severely wounded veterans from Operation Iraqi Freedom and Operation Enduring Freedom (Afghanistan).  These funds will go to providing barrier-free housing for these heroes who have given so much for their country.

One of the veterans she is trying to help is Marine Corporal Joshua Hoffman from Freeport, Michigan.  Josh was on his third tour of duty in Iraq when he was serious wounded by a rocket propelled grenade.  His injury has left him paralyzed from the neck down.  This once vibrant, muscular young man is now confined to a wheel chair and will have many obstacles in his life.  Having a home that allows for his movement from one room to the next should not be one of those obstacles.

Becky is running marathons as part of an awareness campaign for Homes for Our Troops.  According to the Homes for Our Troops website: “Homes for Our Troops is a non-partisan, non-profit 501 (c) (3) organization that provides specially adapted homes for our severely injured service members. Through our growing network of monetary contributions, donations from building contractors, suppliers, corporate supporters and local volunteers, we are able to provide our assistance at no cost to the veterans that we serve.” (www.homesforourtroops.org)
Becky came to our FAFSOM meeting on June 20th and explained what she is trying to do.  We unanimously gave our support to her mission.  She’d love the opportunity to talk to service clubs, businesses, and other organizations.  She will have a bake-sale booth at “Ribs-on-the-Runway” on July 3rd.  She said she would be baking like crazy and would appreciate any help she can get to further this cause.

When asked why she is doing this she simply says it’s the right thing to do.  Both of her grand fathers were veterans; one in WWII and the other Korea.  Her husband is also an army veteran.  They were stationed at Fort Bragg, North Carolina as was our oldest son Matt; so we had some common experiences to share.

By the time this article is published 30 or so troops from the Sturgis National Guard unit will have been mobilized.  They will go through several weeks of training and then will be deployed.  We owe these men and women such an incredible debt of gratitude.  They so selflessly give so that we can live a life of safety and security.  We pray that God will guide them in their daily tasks and that they will be kept safe from the perils that confront them.
We should also be thankful that there are passionate people like Becky Shingledecker who see things that need to be done and selflessly do whatever they can to help out.  If you’d like to help Becky help the wounded veterans, send her an email at rbshingledecker@yahoo.com or call her at 269-625-2808.  If you think you are just one person and can’t make a difference remember that one is always better than none!
