SUSTAINABLY SPEAKING:

Disabled Veterans Hunt, Fish, and Paddle Program
For almost 2 years now I’ve been working with Vince Royer as he has developed Michigan Outdoor Education or MOE.  My role has been to ask the questions that would help create a successful business. Through this time Vince and I have become good friends.  We’ve laughed and gritted our teeth as we’ve run the gauntlet of obstacles that confront any entrepreneur with an idea that is truly magnificent but well outside the standard fare.

One of the questions I asked explored the Unique Customer Experience that sets MOE aside from the rest of the field.  The answer; MOE provides knowledge and understanding of the great outdoors that will last a life-time!  It’s not just a guided hunting or fishing experience, it’s an opportunity to become a steward of Michigan’s greatest resource, nature.
When Vince embarked on this endeavor I suggested that he consider providing an opportunity for local disabled veterans to have an outdoors experience. We thought this could be supported by private donations.  Vets would get to hunt or fish or engage in a paddle sport at no cost to them.  It would be our way of saying thank you for your sacrifice.

Well, Vince took this bull by the horns as he does every “bull” that has been thrown in his path.  I affectionately refer to Vince as a “Bull-Dog.”  Vince has created a Disabled Veterans Hunt, Fish, and Paddle Program.  He’s even received a $10,000 donation to support the effort if we can  match those funds with other donations.  We are well on our way to achieving that match but we are always interested in raising more.  The more money we raise the more veterans we can get into the field, on to the lake, or into the rivers.  In fact, Vince now has the commitment for the use of over 100,000 acres of land in Montana to take vets on a chartered Elk, Mule Deer, and Antelope Hunt.  What an amazing opportunity for some local disabled vets.

Besides the $10,000 donation, Vince has also received numerous offers from equipment suppliers to provide every imaginable piece of equipment needed for these outdoor experiences at or below the suppliers cost.  People are bending over backwards to be part of this amazing offer for our Veterans.  I’ve been working with a variety of companies over the past several years.  Some have been start-ups and some have been around for over 50 years.  None of them have had the desire the give back that I see in Vince.
If you know of a disabled vet that would like to hunt, fish, or paddle a canoe or kayak get me his or her name.  If you’d like to help make these experiences available to more vets, give me a call and I’ll tell you how you can contribute. Also, watch for the announcement that should come in a few weeks about the Grand Opening for MOE.  It will be an event worth attending.
