SUSTAINABLY SPEAKING:

9-11 + 10
It’s hard to believe that it was 10 years ago when those terrorists flew four planes and their crews and passengers into the World Trade Center’s Twin Towers, the Pentagon, and a field in Pennsylvania.  So much has happened since then.  How successful was the now deceased Osama bin Laden? Sure he killed thousands.  And over 6,000 Americans have died in Afghanistan and Iraq.  But what was the zealot bin Laden really trying to do?

After the attacks on 9-11 Osama bin Laden said; "We fought you because we are free ... and want to regain freedom for our nation. As you undermine our security we undermine yours." His belief was that the US was in Saudi Arabia and that threatened the security of the Arab world.  I’ve heard theories proposed by many different experts.  One of those is that bin Laden wanted to totally disrupt America’s economy and look at it now.  That might have been something bin Laden said way after the fact but that was not what he said immediately following the event.

I think I’ll stick with what bin Laden said.  It was a security thing.  So how have we done on security?  Has bin Laden and his al Qaeda terrorist network undermined our security as a Nation?  Not that I can tell.  In fact, I feel more secure now than I did on September 10, 2001.  What bin Laden did was create a spirit in the average American that says “Never Again!”  

And how secure is the Arab world? Maybe it’s more secure.  Maybe it’s less secure but that has very little to do with the US. It has mostly to do with what Arabs have decided to do or not do for themselves.  We may have removed a dictator from Iraq but whether Iraq is more or less secure is up to the people of Iraq.  How about Egypt, Algeria, Libya, Syria, and Yemen?  Are they more or less secure than they were on 9/10/01?  That remains to be seen but it depends on them, not us.
So here we are.  It’s almost 9-11-11.  Yes our economy has been on a very rocky road but tell me, what is the number 1 economy in the world?  And how far behind is number 2? And where is the nation of al Qaeda in the scheme of things?  Oh, that’s right, it isn’t a country.  It’s just a bunch of thugs that are wanted criminals in every peace loving nation on earth.

How successful was Osama bin Laden? Sure he and his zealots knocked down some big buildings and are directly and indirectly responsible for killing thousands of people but if destroying buildings and killing people is a measure of success he was far inferior to Hirohito and Hitler.  He couldn’t even do that very well.  We are still here. Battered and bruised but still standing and our flag still waves over New York City, the Pentagon, and the fields of Pennsylvania.  We’re here and you, Mr. bin Laden, are not!
