SUSTAINABLY SPEAKING:

How to get things done!
How do we make a difference in the world?  I’m only one person out of the more than 7 billion who live on planet Earth.  How can I make a difference in this world? This is a question that has been asked by countless members of the human race.  The answer to the question is I cannot make much of a difference but I do make a little tiny bit of a difference.

What difference do I make?  Each and every moment I affect the balance of life on Earth.  By breathing in oxygen and exhaling carbon dioxide I ever so slightly change the balance of gasses in our atmosphere.  By thinking, and planning, and doing I affect the physical world around me.  By interacting with the people in my life I affect their sense of being.  Yes, my sphere of influence is quite small when I think only of myself.

But here’s the beauty of being a human being.  I do not live alone.  There are people all around me.  Each of those people also has a similar impact on the physical, biological, intellectual, emotional, and spiritual world. If two or three or four of us have a common purpose, we do not have 2 or 3 or 4 times the impact.  Our impact increases exponentially.  We create a synergistic outcome that is greater than the sum of the individual parts.
We need a clear, concise vision of what it is we want to accomplish. Then, if we can find a core of compatriots who have a similar vision and are willing to work collectively towards achieving that vision, amazing things can happen. When the right people come together and create the right structure to support their vision, the impossible becomes possible. Once what seemed to be impossible is achieved we create systems to allow us to achieve that same outcome over and over again.
I remember my grandfather, a mathematician who worked for North American Aviation in Los Angeles during the X-15 years. When President Kennedy stated in a speech that he wanted to put a man on the moon, my grandfather said it was impossible.  He had great mathematical logic for why it couldn’t be done.  He wasn’t alone in his doubting.  There were thousands of mathematicians and scientists who believed the same thing.

We now know that what seemed impossible was indeed very, very difficult but it was accomplished more than once and gave birth to a space exploration project that has been nothing less than spectacular. The system for traveling into space became so routine that we probably became a little too complacent and some deadly accidents happened.

Most of us are not trying to go to the moon.  We’re just trying to make a difference in our own way, in our own little corner of the world. However, the same principles apply.  The right people focused on a common vision with the right structural support in place, using a well developed system can accomplish almost anything. Is anyone in Washington reading this?
