SUSTAINABLY SPEAKING

Deployment Buddies:
This past week we found out that several of our local National Guardsmen are being called up to active duty.  It looks like they will be mobilized in June and will eventually head to Iraq.  Each Company has a Family Readiness Group, or FRG, that works with families to provide important information, keep the family updated about activities, and plan meetings and get-togethers through out the deployment. Unfortunately, FRGs are made up of the very people who need the support the most, the families of those who are deployed.
Locally, Family and Friends Supporting Our Military, FAFSOM, has adopted a mission that focuses on the immediate needs of these families.  The Mission of FAFSOM is to MENTOR families and friends of deployed Military Personnel by SHARING OUR EXPERIENCES and CONNECTING those families and friends to available RESOURCES.  To assist us in this mission we will create greater COMMUNITY AWARENESS.  The Keys to this mission are: MENTOR, SHARE, CONNECT, and PUBLICIZE!
FAFSOM wants to help where ever it can. We do not want to take over the roll of an FRG but we do want to help every FRG that exists and those that are just coming into existence. Our hope is that we will be able to make sure that every family of a deployed Soldier, Airman, Marine, Sailor, or Coast Guardsman (Active, Reserve, or National Guard) will have all the support they need. In the difficult days, weeks, and months of deployment we want them to have the most positive experience possible. We know that is a tall order but we have enough people who have been touched by deployments that I am confident that we can find a "Deployment Buddy" for every deployed family.
Our Deployment Buddies will deliver our mission for all those affected by this deployment or any other deployment. We are just developing all of the details for these DBs as we like to call them.  Once we have all the pieces together, we will hold training sessions for all of our DBs.  

To help deployed families we are preparing Deployment Survival Kits. Our goal is to make sure that every deployed family will have a visit from a DB who will bring the Deployment Survival Kit to that family's door. Our expectation is that the DB will make contact with the family on a regular basis and that the family will be able to call the DB when there critical needs.

Our DBs will not be counselors but they will know where to direct families in need. We are confident that there are enough potential DBs out there that we can meet the needs of our region. We are looking for help in delivering on our mission.  We need some financial support so we can purchase everything we need to create the Deployment Survival Kits.  We also need people who are willing to become DBs.  If you would like to help, let me know. Visit the FAFSOM webpage at www.fafsom.org to sign up or email me at jay@fafsom.org.
