SUSTAINABLY SPEAKING

A Job Well Done:
Last week I wrote about the upcoming honor flight for World War II Veterans.  At the time of that article we were still in need of a few thousand dollars to be able to make the dream a reality for numerous local WWII Vets.  I don’t always get to report out on the outcomes of some of the challenges I’ve presented to the public but this time I must.

After last week’s article nearly $1,500 additional dollars came in for the flight as donations to FAFSOM.  FAFSOM will be providing a check for over $2,000 for the honor flight and some of the donors wanted to honor friends and relatives with their donation.  The following list has been compiled based on the names given to me by the donors.  Some of these veterans are now deceased while others live in other parts of the Country but each donor wanted to honor these true American heroes.

Each of the following is honored by a donation of $25 or more for the WWII Veterans Honor Flight:
· John J. Joynt

· Albert Holtz

· Samuel Naccarato

· Al Nepple

· Walter Fletcher

· Bob Palmer

· Sharon Buchner

· Clarence Smith

· Edward Hightower

· Hugh Ford

· James Shobe

· John Shobe

· Leon A. Dean
Each of these men served as part of what has been referred to as America’s Greatest Generation.  I am proud of their selfless contribution to the preservation of our American way of Life.  I am equally proud of the 18 individuals and organizations (many wish to remain anonymous so I will mention none) that contributed $2,050 in just 1 week to help make this Honor Flight possible.  

I believe there are many more acts that we citizens of St. Joseph County can perform to help improve the quality of life for everyone.  I will dedicate myself to our achieving great things over the next 5 years and hope each resident of this county will do the same.  We can and I believe we will, create many miles of hiking, biking, equestrian, and water trails.  We will also promote and support dozens of new, sustainable businesses that will employ hundreds of local residents.  We will also help all our residents gain a better understanding of what can be done to help preserve the beauty of St. Joe County while still promoting positive sustainable development.

I believe that the 62,000 plus residents of St. Joe County will soon embark on a new and exciting venture.  We will be creating the “Model County” for the 21st Century and beyond.  Keep watching and pay close attention.  The innovations will come from every corner of the county and from every age and demographic group who live here.  I believe the most exiting times to live in St. Joe County are still ahead of us.  I believe the evidence for this can be found in the generosity of those who honor our past yet have an eye on our future.
